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Europe’s top fossil fuel lobbyist eyes Trump-style climate rule bonfire
By Gabriel Gavin - Feb 24, 2025, 6:00 AM - View in your browser

BRUSSELS — Europe can only avoid a trade war with Donald Trump if it slashes climate bureaucracy and
commits to extended gas purchases, the fossil fuel industry’s top lobbyist in Brussels told POLITICO.

"We need to reassure the Americans that we will be a solid buyer for gas for the long-term,” said
Francois-Régis Mouton, the European director of the International Association of Oil and Gas Producers.

While such advice is not unusual from an oil and gas lobbyist, Mouton spies an opening to push his case
after years of being left out in the cold by climate-conscious bureaucrats.

The European Commission, the EU executive, is offering to buy more American liquefied natural gas
(LNG) as part of a potential deal to prevent hefty U.S. tariffs. It's even considering backing investments
in overseas LNG projects as part of a plan to lower energy costs.

In other words, Mouton said, things are changing.

“Three weeks after the invasion of Ukraine by Russia, we had a meeting with the [European]
Commission and one of the officials said, well, in three to five years time, we won’t need gas any more in
Europe. And that was three years ago,” he said, speaking from an expansive office on the outskirts of
Brussels, where a team of more than two dozen staffers represents the interests of almost 100 energy
firms from across the globe, including U.S. giants Chevron and ExxonMobil.

"So there's a mindset change some have to do to accept the fact that yes, in the energy transition, we
need gas even in the long term,” he added.

Mouton’s companies stand to benefit if Europe gets on board with Trump’s “drill, baby, drill” goals. The EU
is certainly trying, dispatching a top energy official, Ditte Juul Jgrgensen, to Washington for talks with
gas exporters earlier this month.

"The visit of Jargensen was to establish better relationships to secure our security of supplies,” said
Mouton, “that’s very good news. The bad news is, she isn't the one who signs contracts to buy gas —
that's for the market.”

According to Mouton, cementing a positive relationship with Trump will require the EU to reverse several
policies that limit gas consumption and chart an end to fossil fuels.

Firmly in the oil and gas industry’s crosshairs is an EU methane regulation, which will require importers
to monitor and report methane emissions. Starting in 2027, the rules could lead to fines on gas
importers if producers abroad don’'t meet EU standards.
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Mouton argued the rules may scuttle a deal with Trump.

The EU is clearly keen to buy more American LNG, he said, “but then at the same time, they put in place
a methane emission regulation that totally jeopardizes this. We're doing everything to reopen the
methane regulation.”

However, the oil and gas industry has sensed a change in this approach, pointing to the
"competitiveness” rhetoric Commission President Ursula von der Leyen adopted as she assumed a
second term last year.

That approach will feature prominently in the Commission’s upcoming Clean Industrial Deal, a grand
plan to marry economic revitalization and climate goals due out on Wednesday.

"What we like is the shift from focusing totally on sustainability — which we support but not as the only
priority — shifting to securing energy [supplies], affordability and so on,” Mouton said.

"The climate is perhaps an existential threat to us, but we have many others,” he added. “We have
threats to our security. We have threats to our industry. So we need to be more reliable partners, and
respect the Americans have their own way."

Mouton said Europe could learn a thing or two from Trump.

"What is our vision? We keep pulling Trump's leg, but at least he has a vision,” the lobby boss said. "He
makes his people dream, and they vote for him."

[Energy and CIimate) [Foreign Aﬁairs] [Politics) [Trade)

Clean Industrial Deal Climate change Companies Competitiveness Emissions Energy Fossil fuels Fuels Gas Industry
Liquefied natural gas Markets Oil Regulation Security Sustainability Tariffs Trade Trade war War Donald Trump

Ursula von der Leyen  European Commission Russia Ukraine United States

Pro Intelligence Connections

é® ursula VON DER LEYEN

This email alert has been sent for your exclusive use as a POLITICO Pro subscriber. Forwarding or reproducing the article
without the express, written permission of POLITICO Pro is a violation of the POLITICO Pro license agreement.

This email was sent to venetia.roxburgh@influencemap.org
Unsubscribe | Update settings
POLITICO SRL - Rue de la Loi 62 - Brussels 1040 - Belgium


https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Fpolicy%2Fenergy/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/SuhDs78lXAOgSsm-W32niqsdGrk=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Fsearch%3Ftype=post%26section=foreign-affairs/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/oUXd-VbN0ovKj2vkKoQuc1W2wxo=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Fsearch%3Ftype=post%26section=politics/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/9Ry9lJ6U6Gntt8UTFCTq9sbD7Jk=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Fsearch%3Ftype=post%26section=trade/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/DcV4XdaVX3_PHE10UwB9JgVRFzQ=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fclean-industrial-deal/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/mZEn0PE1g8miaBrektkYdJAeGr4=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fclimate-change/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/zbgvoI7IhLX603IRbSXFv8d84pM=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fcompanies/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/QJaoDXYToSC_cUfDPYDr9Uj7Pr4=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fcompetitiveness/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/DgVIsSyHphLDkUkhn-6qadGzYus=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Femissions/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/qLdB8ZipLBa1O7B4eKe-JG8b7QE=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fenergy/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/IzfnpSsHOf2a0mJx989vb9d3zsg=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Ffossil-fuels/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/nN5nV0oS_s1vNBlgwdYC-c-s-mM=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Ffuels/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/FmqcvhGedeetdbp3D9jgvgjbs8U=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fgas/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/96BvzC7O-swyBLGShJ8YD2HHbqI=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Findustry/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/jIPkIIy4X_CKsrOiuIlOw-z1YyE=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fliquefied-natural-gas/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/FKG8nMG-OdrzvF3ZygY8ZsMClIo=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fstock-markets/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/vo3IeWoPXQZk0etSUUQViOzrtJM=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Foil/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/vq0W-Z5aH1dlXKMR8IN9nI1_yuM=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fregulation/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/nMkyUV9DsHAWfAVnAxD_tK4Qv3Y=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fsecurity/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/TPYdyBTXEhJQsKYu6przUigv9LA=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fsustainability/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/bE7KkUifJsOGvuNiklYzt-NP_Eg=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Ftariffs/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/nllWmvXw97iV80IRX3N-HvXRFQo=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Ftrade/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/K5e4emxPdtIaXil7yLdFBZV3QZ4=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Ftrade-war/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/zgee6MtlIKtb0CLZ3ad5vlVHXoE=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fwar/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/AF63-qgXib1jjwhXBpE6CPEcbeM=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fdonald-trump/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/SYE7YtOFD2bWuvQ11s3WhvNVFes=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fursula-von-der-leyen/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/QYBb88DDc1blHVRABDgxlWmdeh8=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Feuropean-commission/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/z9e09S9D0Kl1ZLRhhGqZJd34RoM=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Frussia/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/2M-cm4G3BafgOzkZ8xGga0Bzl1k=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Fukraine/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/OkBQCZ-_3nyfMxqd2rMwfu2xGtM=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Ftag%2Funited-states/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/ulQY__aI1WyfW6tuFOf1w3s1egI=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Flegislators%2F6459/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/5h_g42DXmwkeLc5LRQjlOJc2oGo=414
mailto:venetia.roxburgh@influencemap.org
mailto:venetia.roxburgh@influencemap.org
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fapi.politico.eu%2Funsubscribe%2F131939a9-41e7-4504-92c4-f1fe9fbcab87/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/n5Ubmsv3uk7CRB1YOSDk804MKXw=414
https://y3r710.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpro.politico.eu%2Fsettings/1/0102019536544ae1-9799fbd5-3885-4e8f-a6dc-9c916bde1d57-000000/2t6wc9qNAYXiWRD5HdCc0oCBG1I=414
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Rue+de+la+Loi+62+%C2%B7+Brussels?entry=gmail&source=g
Georgia Oddie


